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Explanation
The Mishnah says the person who 
dispatches the goat for azazal [on Yom 
Kippur] would divide a strip of crimson 
into two parts, tie one half-strip between 
the goat’s two horns, and tie the other half 
to a rock. If he had tied the entire crimson 
strip to the rock, the strip might turn white 
before he dispatched the goat. Then, as a 
result, he might refrain from dispatching 
the goat. If he chose to tie the entire strip 
between to the goat’s horns, there are 
times the goat might turns its head, in 
which case, he would not see whether or 
not the strip had whitened.

Translation

Daf 64: "נֹו ”IT AND ITS OFFSPRING“ – "אֹותֹו ְוֶאת ְבּ

A verse in Sefer VaYikra (Leviticus 22:28) states: “And no 
animal from the herd, or from the flock, shall be slaughtered 
on the same day with its young.” The Torah explicitly prohibits 
shechitah of an animal and its offspring on the same day.

The author of “Sefer HaChinuch” (Mitzvah 294) explains that 
although God permits humans to perform shechitah on animals, He also sought to 
teach a measure of mercy, hence the prohibition against slaughtering an animal and its 
offspring on the same day.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת יומא דף ס׳׳ז:

 “מה היה עושה, חולק לשון של זהורית. 
דמצווה  כיוון  בסלע!  כוליה  ונקטריה 
ומיתבא  ומלבין  קדים  דילמא  בשעיר 
דעתיה. ונקטריה כוליה בין קרניו! זמנין 
אדעתיה.” ולאו  לרישיה  ליה  דגמיש 
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Daf 63: ַתח אֹוֶהל מֹוֵעד ENTRANCE TO THE TENT OF MEETING – ֶפּ

Shechitah on korbanot (sacrifices) was performed in the azarah, i.e., Temple 
courtyard — and not inside the Sanctuary building where the menorah, table for 
lechem hapanim (showbread), and mizbe’ach (altar) were located. 

The chachamim derived from a verse in that the slaughter of 
sacrifices must be done while the doors of the Heichal (Sanctuary) 
are open: “and shechitah was performed on it [the korban] at the 
entrance of the ohel mo’ed (Tent of Meeting).” Since the Torah used 
the word “petach” (opening) — i.e., patu’ach, meaning “open,” were 

shechitah to be performed on a korban while the doors of the Heichal were closed, the 
korban would be pasul (invalid). 

On this daf, we learn about the issur (prohibition) against “sh’chutei chutz.” What is the 
meaning of the term “sh’chutei chutz”? This refers to a korban on which shechitah was 
performed outside of the Beit HaMikdash. Shechitah on korbanot had to be performed 
within the Beit HaMikdash, therefore any korban on which shechitah was performed 
outside the Beit HaMikdash was pasul.

מיתבא
דעתיה

נקטריה
לאו אדעתיה

 ... Mi’yatva da’atei ... His mind 
     would be eased
... Niktehrei ... Let him tie
... Lav ah’dah’tay ... He would not know
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 Daf 65: ְּרחו ָבּ ִעׂיִרים ֶשׁ ֵני ַהְשּ TWO GOATS THAT ESCAPED – ְשׁ

On Yom Kippur, two goats were brought to the Beit HaMikdash. A lottery was 
utilized to determine which goat would serve as a korban chatat (sin offering) and 
which would go to Azazel.

What would happen if the goats were suddenly frightened after the lottery was 
completed and fled beyond the confines of the Beit HaMikdash, disappearing 
behind Har HaBayit (Temple Mount) where no one was able to 
find them? In such a case, two substitute goats were brought 
to the Beit HaMikdash. [Cont'd on p. 2]
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Seder Moed | Yoma 65 [Cont’d]–66–67

 

Daf 66: ִעׂיר ַלֲעָזאֵזל ַקח ֶאת ַהָשּ ָלּ  – ָהִאיׁש ֶשׁ
              THE MAN WHO TOOK THE GOAT FOR AZAZEL

On Yom Kippur, the kohen gadol would lean 
both hands on the head of the seir l’azazel 
(scapegoat designated to be sent into the 
wilderness) with all his might, and recite a 
confession for all of the transgressions of B’nei 
Yisrael. Then, the kohen gadol delivered the 
seir l’azazel to the designated man who was 
appointed an Erev Yom Kippur to lead the goat 
into the wilderness as required by Torah law.

It was a lengthy journey – approximately three and a half hours of travel time -- from 
the Beit HaMikdash to the designated high cliff from which the seir l’azazel was 
hurled. The shaliach (appointed messenger) did not walk the entire distance alone, 
but rather, was accompanied by escorts.

Who escorted the shaliach? Before Yom Kippur, ten sukkot (booths, to serve as rest 
places) were set up along the entire path to the wilderness, and within each sukkah 
were several people. When the shaliach left Jerusalem, he was accompanied to the 
first sukkah by prominent residents of the city. From there, those stationed in the first 
sukkah escorted the shaliach to the second sukkah. Then, the people in the second 
sukkah escorted the shaliach to the third sukkah, and so on. After passing through ten 
sukkot the shaliach would reach the cliff of Azazel.

 

     Daf 67: ִטים״ ָפּ ים" ּו"ִמְשׁ   – ְלׁשֹון ַהֶצֶּמר ְו"חּוִקּ
                    THE WOOLEN STRIP AND THE CHUKIM & MISHPATIM

The woolen crimson strip: On the morning of Yom Kippur, the kohen gadol would 
attach a red-like, crimson-colored strip to the head of the goat sent to Azazel. 
Sometimes, a most significant miracle took place: when they sent the goat to 
Azazel, the attached crimson strip turned white as a sign that the atonement for the 
transgressions of B’nei Yisrael had been secured. [Cont'd on p. 3]

Dvar Torah
CHUKAT

In Parashat Chukat, Moshe and 
Aharon sinned at Mei Merivah 
(“waters of strife”), where instead of 
speaking to the rock, Moshe strikes 
it in order to cause water to flow 
out. What is the core basis of this 
sin and what does it teach us? 

We often do not put enough stock in 
the power of speech. The influential 
effects of speech are doubted, 
because its impact is not directly 
visible. However, our sages treated 
speech as an actual and powerful 
act, no less than any practical 
action that a person does with his/
her own two hands. For example, 
chazal called someone who speaks 
lashon hara (defamatory speech) 
about another person in secret 
as one who beats that fellow — 
“Cursed is one who strikes another 
in secret.” 

The beating on the rock, instead 
of speaking to it, could have cast 
doubt on and undermined the 
power of speech. It stands to 
reason that this is why Moshe and 
Aharon were punished.

ת ֻחַקּ

[Cont'd from p. 1] Then, of equal surprise, a Jew walked along the edges 
of Har HaBayit and heard the bellowing sound of goats. The man, 

looking closely, became convinced he had located the goats that ran 
away from the Beit HaMikdash.  He immediately recaptured the animals 
and returned them. However, it was no longer possible to sacrifice these 
animals as the alternate goats had already been offered in their place. 

What was to be done with the original goats? Rabbi Shimon said: The goats should 
be left to graze until they become blemished and, therefore, unfit to serve as a 
korbanot (offerings). Then, these goats should be sold, and the proceeds should be 
used to acquire certain future korbanot.
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  Daf 68: ?ר ְדָבּ יַע ַלִמּ ִעׂיר ִהִגּ ַהָשּ דֹול ֶשׁ  – ֵאיְך ָיַדע ַהּכֹוֵהן ַהָגּ
               HOW DID THE HIGH PRIEST KNOW THE [SCAPE]GOAT    
               REACHED THE WILDERNESS?

When the shaliach (messenger) leading the seir l’azazel (scapegoat) reached the desert where 
the designated cliff was located, the kohen gadol would be informed that he had arrived. 
Then, the kohen gadol exited the women’s section in the Beit HaMikdash and read Torah 
selections pertaining to Yom Kippur.

In the absence of modern technology, how did those in the Temple know when 
the shaliach reached the wilderness? The Mishnah states that people stood on 

tall, platform-like stones, and each held a flag-like scarf in his hand, along the entire 
path from Jerusalem to the wilderness. When the last person on the path saw that 

the shaliach reached the designated spot in the wilderness with the [scape]goat, he 
raised his scarf really high in the air. The person before him on the path saw the 
last man wave his scarf, and he would wave his scarf as well. The rest of the 
people along the path would wave their scarves in the same manner, one after 

the other, until the man standing right by Jerusalem waved his scarf. That way, 
everyone knew that the shaliach had reached the wilderness.

Daf 69: ר מֹוְקדֹון ַסְנֶדּ יק וַאֶלְכּ ִדּ ְמעֹון ַהַצּ  SHIMON THE  – ִשׁ
               RIGHTEOUS AND ALEXANDER OF MACEDONIA

Many years ago, “Kutim” (Samaritans), a sect from the land of “Kutah,” 
resided in Eretz Yisrael. The Kutim did not like the Jews and they asked 
Alexander the Great, King of Macedonia, to permit them to destroy the 
Beit HaMikdash. Alexander the Great approved, and the Kutim prepared 

to destroy the Beit HaMikdash. As soon as the kohen gadol heard of 
this plan, he dressed in his priestly garments and set off with distinguished 

members of B’nei Yisrael to speak with the king. As Shimon the Righteous drew close 
to the King, the King perceived his imminent presence. All present marveled and were 
amazed to see the gentile King bow down before Shimon the Righteous!

They asked the King: “Why did you do this?” The King answered, “In all the wars, I see 
the image of Shimon the Righteous, and thanks to him, I win.” Shimon the Righteous 
replied: “My lord, the King, in the Beit HaMikdash we pray for victory in combat on your 
behalf. Why did you give the wicked Kutim permission to destroy it?” The King heard 
what Shimon the Righteous had said, rescinded his permission for an attack on the 
Temple, and even granted the Jews permission to punish the Kutim.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  What is the difference between 
chukim and mishpatim?

2. How long was the journey from 
the Beit HaMikdash to Azazel?

3. Why did the King of the Greeks 
bow down to the kohen gadol?

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION

Please email answers
to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

[Cont'd from p. 2] “Chukim” and “mishpatim”: There are some mitzvot called “mishpatim” 
and others called “chukim.” Mishpatim are rational mitzvot that human beings can 
understand. For example, everyone understands the prohibition against avodah zarah 
(idolatry), since God created the world; and, everyone understands the prohibition 
against theft, because it is obvious that a person should not just take someone else’s 
money. Chukim are mitzvot beyond human comprehension. For example, the rationale 
behind why we send out the seir l’azazel (scapegoat).
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The Old City of 
Jerusalem is divided 
into four sectors: the 
Armenian Quarter, the 
Christian Quarter, the 
Muslim Quarter, and 
the Jewish Quarter. 
The Jewish Quarter 
was home to most 
of Jerusalem’s Jews 
during the years before 
Zionism sparked the 
growth of the modern 
city and spearheaded 
the building of 
neighborhoods outside 
the Old City walls. 

          

ָרֵאל ַהָיָפה ְשְ ֶאֶרץ ִיְְְ
Bea

utiful Israel
     

 Jerusalem Jerusalem

JERUSALEM
PART VI • חלק ו׳

In 1948, the Jewish Quarter fell 
to the troops of the Jordanian 
Legion. Repeated attempts to 
recapture the Jewish Quarter 
failed. Finally, the Jewish 
Quarter was liberated during the 
1967 Six-Day War. During the 
years after the war, extensive 
renovation took place, allowing 

hundreds of families to purchase homes in this historic area. 

After wandering the Old City’s 
streets for a few minutes, we will go 
to the Wohl Museum of archeology. 
It is a fascinating underground 
museum in which visitors descend 
to the street level of the Herodian 
era. The museum features a six-house compound that would 
have been occupied by aristocratic families and families of 
Temple Priests (Kohanim). Set on the slope of the hill that 

descends to the Temple Mount, all 
of these homes would have featured 
uninterrupted views across to the 
Beit HaMikdash. From underneath 
the current street level of the Old City, 
you can get a great idea of what life 

might have been like during the Second Temple era in Jerusalem.

From there, we will take a short walk 
to the Burnt House and descend to 
the basement of the home of the 
Kairos family, who had lived there 
2,000 years ago, to learn about 
how the Romans burnt Jerusalem. 

From the Burnt House, we will 
proceed to the Cardo, which ran 
across the entire Old City. Today, 
the Cardo has been excavated the 
restored. In ancient times, the street 
was lined with shops; now, gift shops 

and cafes line the streets where shops once stood.

Next, we’ll stop at the Hurva Synagogue, 
which was built in the early 18th century, 
on top of the ruins of a 15th-century 
synagogue. Soon after it was built, the 
Ottomans destroyed the Hurva synagogue 
over a tax dispute. It was rebuilt in 1864 
and became the central synagogue for 
Ashkenazi Jews in the Old City. The Hurva synagogue remained 
in use until the Arab Legion conquered 
the Old City in 1948 and destroyed the 
shul. After Israel liberated the Old City, 
the synagogue was not initially rebuilt. 
In 2000, work began to reconstruct the 
synagogue. The new Hurva Synagogue 
was completed in 2010.


