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Explanation
On this daf, the Talmud discusses 
unsoiled garments belonging to 
“builders.” Rabbi Yochanan explains 
that in our text here, the term 
“builders” does not refer to physical 
construction workers, but rather, 
serves as a nickname for talmidei 
chachamim, who engage in building 
the world all of their days.

Translation

Daf 115: ?ׁש ר ִלְכּתֹוב ֶאת ַהחּוָמּ ָפה ֶאְפָשׁ ֵאיזֹו ָשׂ     IN WHICH – ְבּ
                  LANGUAGES IS IT PERMISSIBLE TO WRITE SACRED TEXTS

A machloket (debate) exists over whether it is permissible to write 
Chumash (Five Books of Moses), Nevi’im (Prophets), and Ketuvim 
(Writings) texts in any language, or whether is it only permissible 
to write those sacred texts in Hebrew or Greek. Some tana’aim 
maintain that if a person wrote Chumash text in ordinary print letters, 
as opposed to letters of Torah script, that text requires genizah (it 

is taken out of circulation). Such a text was also considered muktzeh (lit., “set aside,” 
refers to items that may not be moved or handled on Shabbat), precisely because it 
could not be used. Ba’alei HaTosafot wrote many years later, that everyone agreed it 
had become acceptable to write sacred texts in any language, since the chachamim 
were aware that many Jews were not proficient in lashon haKodesh, i.e., Hebrew.

The entire above machloket concerned the writing of Chumashim. However, all agreed 
that a Sefer Torah must be written solely lashon ha-Kodesh, in letters of Torah script.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת שבת דף קי׳׳ד:

אלו  יוחנן:  רבי  אמר  בנאין?  “מאי   
של  בבניינו  שעוסקין  חכמים  תלמידי 

עולם כל ימיהן.”
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Daf 114: ְקֶוה ִמּ ְטִביָלה ַבּ A BARRIER TO IMMERSION – ֲחִציָצה ִבּ
              

A garment that came in contact with a corpse or another 
tameh (ritually impure) object, remains tameh until having 
been immersed in a mikveh (ritual bath), and only thereafter 
becomes tahor (ritually pure). However, if a garment is 
stained, tevilah (immersion) has no impact on its status. 
Stains serve as an obstruction between the water and the 

garment, and as a result, water is unable to ritually purify a stained garment. The 
stain is regarded as a chatzitzah (barrier).

An important principle in dinei tevilah (laws of ritual immersion): If a person is not 
meticulous about their garments and the existence of stains does not bother them, 
then stains on that person’s garments are not considered chatzitzah. In such cases, 
the stain is deemed part of the garment. By rabbinic decree, however, when a 
stain covers a majority of a garment, it does constitute chatzitzah, regardless of 
the garment owner’s preferences. Any stain on the garment of a talmid chacham is 
deemed chatzitzah, as talmidei chachamim must be meticulous, so their behavior 
brings honor to the Torah and reflects well on Torah study.

מאי 
בנאין

שעוסקין

... Mai .................... Who are

... Banna’in ............ Builders

... She’as’keenan ... That are engaged
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 Daf 116: ת ָבּ ׁ ַשּ ֵלָקה ְבּ             A BLAZE – ְדּ

On Shabbat, it is assur (prohibited) to move muktzeh. The Mishnah 
teaches that if a fire breaks out in a house that contains Sifrei Torah 
or tefillin packed together with some items that are muktzeh, 
it is permissible to carry away the case that contains the 
Sefer Torah or tefillin, without removing the muktzeh items, in 
order to rescue sacred items from a fire. [Cont'd on p. 2].
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Daf 117: ת ָבּ ׁ FESTIVE SHABBAT MEALS – ְסעּוּדֹות ַהַשּ

How many seudot (festive meals) are required to be eaten 
on Shabbat? Three seudot should be eaten on Shabbat 
— one seudah at night, and two seudot during the day. 
Rabbi Chidka said one must eat four meals during 
Shabbat — one seudah at night, and three seudot during 
the day. However, the chachamim disagreed with him.

The three seudot of Shabbat are alluded to in Sefer Shemot (Book of Exodus 16:28): “[And 
Moshe said], Eat it today, for today is a Shabbat to Hashem; today you will not find it in the 
field.” In the verse, Moshe told B’nei Yisrael that on Shabbat they should eat the manna 
which had rained down for them. From the appearance of the word “today” three times in 
the pasuk, the chachamim learned that three seudot should be eaten on Shabbat.

   
 

     Daf 118: ת ָבּ DELIGHT IN SHABBAT  – עֹוֶנג ַשׁ

Rabbi Yochanan taught in the name of Rabbi Yosei: Anyone who 
delights in the Shabbat will merit boundless reward. Rav Yehuda 
said in the name of Rav: Anyone who delights in the Shabbat will 
be granted their heart’s desire.

How does a person “delight in the Shabbat”? For example, a 
person can prepare special dishes in honor of Shabbat. The tanna Rabbi Shimon Bar 
Yochai said Shabbat observance is so profoundly important that if all of Am Yisrael 
were to properly celebrate two Sabbaths in accordance with all its laws and customs, 
the Jewish people would merit immediate geulah (redemption).

Dvar Torah
CHUKAT-BALAK

Balaam’s donkey said: “What have I 
done to you that you have struck me 
these shloshah regalim (three times).” 
Chazal suggested an underlying 
meaning to the donkey’s words: 
“You sought to uproot a nation that 
celebrates shalosh regalim (three 
pilgrimage festivals).”

What is the relationship between 
Balaam and the shalosh regalim? And 
why precisely did he seek to uproot 
them? In Pirkei Avot (5:19), the Mishnah 
lists Balaam’s evil qualities: “[whoever 
possesses] an evil eye, a haughty 
spirit, and limitless cravings, is from the 
disciples of Balaam, the wicked.”

The Jewish people’s three 
pilgrimage festivals represent the 
exact opposite of Balaam’s three 
distinguishing character traits: Counter 
to the evil eye, a symbol of jealousy, 
Shavuot comes to express a person’s 
joy with their lot through the bringing 
of bikkurim (first fruits).  In contrast to 
Balaam’s “haughty spirit,” a symbol 
of pursuing prestige, comes Sukkot 
which calls on a person to leave their 
distinguished residence and instead to 
dwell in the temporary living quarters 
of the sukkah.  Contrary to limitless 
cravings, a symbol of unrestrained 
desire, Pesach expresses human self-
control in that we refrain from eating 
chametz and overcome the appetite 
for certain foods.

The three regalim are a 
manifestation of distinctive Jewish 
character traits that are the polar 
opposites of those qualities exhibited 
by Balaam. That is why Balaam 
chose to fight this particular battle.

בֹוָהה,  ַעִין ָרָעה, ְורּוַח ְגּ
ְוֶנֶפׁש ְרָחָבה — 

ע. ְלָעם ָהָרָשׁ ל ִבּ ְלִמיָדיו ֶשׁ ִמַתּ

[Cont'd from p. 1] Why? The sages feared that if Jews were instructed 
to separate the muktzeh items from the religious articles before the 
latter could be moved to safety, the delay might result in the sacred 
items being destroyed by the fire. Therefore, the sages mandated that 
one immediately extricate any Sifrei Torah and tefillin, even if one ends 
up transporting some muktzeh items as well. 

For instance, if a person placed their tefillin in a bag filled with coins, it is permissible 
to rescue the tefillin along with the coins — and it is not necessary to first remove the 
money from the tefillin case.

Daf 119: ת קֹוֶדׁש ָבּ בֹוד ַשׁ HONOR THE HOLY SHABBAT  – ְכּ

The Talmud describes the different practices various amoraim performed to honor 
Shabbat HaMalkah. On Shabbat eve, Rabbi Hanina would dress in fine garments and 
declare: “Come and we will go out to greet the Sabbath Queen.” Rabbi Yannai would 
put on his finest garments and say: “Enter, O bride. Enter, O bride.” [Cont'd on p. 3]
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[Cont'd from p. 2] In the home of Rabbah bar Rav Huna, they would prepare an abundance 
of oil-dipped biscuits in honor of Shabbat. Each week, Rabbi Abba rushed to personally 
purchase substantial quantities and varieties of fine meat to honor Shabbat. Rav Safra would 
roast the head of an animal to honor Shabbat, while Rava salted fish in honor of Shabbat.

The Talmud relates all of these individual customs in order to show that even amoraim, who 
were the most distinguished, highly esteemed Torah scholars of their time, disregarded 
their status and took the time and effort to personally tend to Shabbat preparations.

Daf 120: ּוְלָחן ֹוֵכַח ֵנר ַעל ַהּשׁ   – ַהּשׁ
                  A PERSON WHO FORGETS A CANDLE ON THE TABLE

If a person neglected to remove a lamp containing a wax 
candle from the table on Erev Shabbat, and would like to use 
that table during Shabbat, it is prohibited to lift the lamp and 
to move it to another location, because the candle is muktzeh.

Rabbi Shimon said, a person is permitted to move the table 
and cause the lamp to fall, because only the lamp is muktzeh, 
not the table. However, caution is required so as not to knock 
over the lamp in a manner that will surely cause the lit candle 
to become extinguished.

It is permissible to shift the lamp from the table only in a case where a person accidentally 
forgot the candle on the table. However, if the lamp was placed on the table intentionally, 
one is forbidden to move it because, in that case, the table became muktzeh. 

Why does the table become muktzeh? Because it is a “basis l’davar ha’assur” (base for a 
prohibited item). In other words, the lamp is muktzeh and the table is the lamp’s base, and 
any item that serves as a base for a muktzeh item will itself become muktzeh.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  Why is every stain on the clothing 
of a talmid chacham considered a 
chatzitzah?

2. From which verse do we learn how 
many feasts one is required to eat 
over the course of Shabbat?

3. According to Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, 
what must Jews do to bring about 
geulah? 

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION

Please email answers
to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

Look closely at the illustration and 
answer the following questions: 

1.  Who is the character in the illustration?
2. Which location is depicted in the 

illustration and what are the mountains 
in the background?

3. What songs are symbolized in the 
illustration?

4. What does the jewelry on the singer’s 
forehead symbolize?
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1) Naomi Shemer; 2) Kvutzat Kinneret 
and the Golan Heights; 3) Ahl hadvash 
ve’al ha’oketz (On the Honey and the Bee 
Sting); Sham harei Golan (There are the 
Mountains of the Golan), Yerushalayim 
shel zahav (Jerusalem of gold), Shirat 
ha’asavim (Song of the Grass); 4) The 
“Jerusalem of Gold” jewelry Rabbi Akiva 
gave to his wife, Rachel.
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In 2006, Israel Fought what became 
known as the Second Lebanon War. The 
war began when Hezbollah launched 
a raid across the border, killing three 

Israeli soldiers and kidnapping two. Over the course of the 
war, Hezbollah fired hundreds of missiles at northern Israel, 
killing 44 civilians and wounding over 1,000. The Israeli Airforce 
destroyed many of Hezbollah missile sites, including those 
containing most of their long-range missiles. Israeli ground 
troops entered southern Lebanon, where IDF soldiers fought 
some difficult and costly battles.

While political and military developments often dominated the 
news during this period, developments in the Israeli economy 
provided the most substantial achievements. Israeli industries 
began to shine, developing groundbreaking technology to meet 
domestic needs and the needs of the Israeli Defense Forces. 

Some of Israel’s most advanced innovations 
in the 20th century came from companies 
such as Israel Aircraft Industries and Rafael, 
which are owned by the government. Both 
companies specialize in the manufacturing 
of military products. 

As the software and the internet started to become central to 
the world’s economy, many of the skills developed in the IDF 
became essential expertise in the civilian world. 

By the beginning of the 21st century, a 
new collection of Israeli companies had 
emerged. By the early 2000s, companies 
like CheckPoint, which was founded in 
1993, were some of the world’s leading 
firms in the new field of Cybersecurity. By 

2006, Google had joined a growing list of American high-tech 
companies with offices in Israel. 

The mid-2000s also saw the 
significant acquisitions of several 
Israeli companies — including 
a mega-deal by the legendary 

investor, business tycoon Warren Buffet, who acquired Iscar 
for $4 billion. M-System, developer of the thumb drive, an 
Israeli invention used by millions, was purchased by ScanDisk 

for $1.5 billion in 2006. These and 
other mega-acquisitions began to 
transform Israel into the Start-Up 
Nation, attracting ever-increasing 
investment, utilized to fund many 
more diverse, new start-ups. 
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