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&3 Daf 16: ASHES ON THE HEAD
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The Talmud recounts that when prayers were recited on ta’aniyot
(fast days), ashes were placed on the heads of all those praying.
Why was this done? Some explain that the ashes were a reminder
of the great merit of Avraham Avinu, who, in fulfilment of God’s
instructions, was willing to bind his son Yitzchak and scorch him
on the mizbe’ach (altar) until he became ashes. Ashes were not
placed only on the worshippers’ heads, but also on the
aron hakodesh (holy ark). The Talmud explains that
this was done because when B’nei Yisrael suffer
affliction, God Himself joins in their pain. In symbol-

ic display of God’s sharing our sorrow, ashes were
placed on the aron hakodesh.

K Daf 17: WHEN DOES A KOHEN REQUIRE A HAIRCUT?
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It is written in the Torah that kohanim who served in the Beit HaMikdash
were prohibited from growing their hair long. What constitutes hair that is too
long? Or, in other words, how often are kohanim required to take a haircut?

The Talmud teaches us that [ordinary] kohanim in the Beit
HaMikdash need to cut their hair every 30 days. From what source
do we learn this requirement? From the interpretation of two Biblical
verses. In the book of Ezekiel (44:20) it says the following about
kohanim: “u’pera lo yeshaleychu” — Meaning, “pera,” long hair;
“lo yeshaleychu,” they should not grow.

Regarding a nazir (religious ascetic), the Torah states, in Sefer Bamidbar
(6:5): “It shall be sacred, and he shall allow the growth of the hair of
his head to grow wild.” The nazir is required to grow longer hair. How
much time is a nazir required to grow hair? Thirty days. If so, we
know that according to the Torah, a person who does
not cut their hair for more than 30 days is considered
to have allowed their hair to grow “wild.” As such,
kohanim were required to cut their hair once every

30 days, since it is written in the verse regarding the
kohanim “u’pera lo yeshaleychu.”
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C) Daf 18: TRAJAN'S DAY

The Talmud relates that a Yom Tov (holiday) once was
celebrated on 12 Adar known as “Trajan’s Day.” On this
day no fasts were permitted and, therefore, it was
deemed a quasi-Yom Tov. The holiday dates back to when
the Romans ruled over Eretz Yisrael. They discovered that
the king’s daughter had been murdered near the city of
Lod. The Romans immediately made the decision to kill all
of the people who lived in Lod, because they were certain
one of Lod’s residents had killed the princess.

Two righteous men resided in Lod. They went to see Roman officer
Trajan and said: “Do not kill everyone. We murdered the king’s
daughter.” By doing so, they asked that the rest of the Jews be
spared from death. (In truth, the pair of brothers had not actually
killed the king’s daughter.) Before they were executed, the brothers
said to the Roman officer: “You should know, that if you kill us, you will
be punished for doing so.” But the officer did not heed their words,
and had them killed anyway. Two Roman officials promptly arrived and
killed Trajan by striking him in the head with a club.

In honor of the tremendous joy experienced by the Jews of Lod upon
their salvation, the chachamim decreed that 12 Adar be made a Yom
Tov, a day of celebration. After many years, Am Yisrael suffered tragedy
on that day, and so the Yorn Tov was canceled.

K DAF 19: THE COMMUNAL FAST AND THE RAIN
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What is the ruling in the following case: There had been a severe drought.
As a result, the beit din had no choice, but to declare a ta’anit tzibur (com-
munal fast). The beit din dispatched emissaries with a special announce-
ment to be posted throughout the streets: “Tomorrow, Monday is a ta’anit
tzibur on account of the absence of rainfall.” Then, behold, on Sunday
night bountiful rains of blessing fell. Everyone was happy and content.

What happens to the ta’anit tzibur decreed
for the following day? Do they cancel it?
Rabbi Eliezer said: “Yes! The misfortune was
eliminated, so the ta’anit tzibur is canceled.”
Even if rain falls on the morning of the ta’anit
they need not complete the fast. Only if the
fast began and rain started to fall in the af-
ternoon, does the fast continue through the
end of the day.
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Rabbi Elazar son of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, said: “A
person should always be soft like a reed, and should not be
hard like a cedar.” What do these words mean? Rabbi Elazar
intended to say that a person needs to be lenient and open
to concede; pleasant with people, and not prideful, or
arrogant. In other words, a person should behave like a reed, a
plant that is soft and short, and when the wind blows, it bends,
and does not remain conceitedly standing. Likewise, a person
ought not be uncompromising, stubbornly sticking to one’s
opinion regarding every matter.

Am Yisrael are likened to reeds, which when cut short, grow
back again and again — as long as they are not uprooted from the
ground. When a strong gust of wind blows, the reed does indeed
move and sway with the wind. However, the reed does not become
uprooted or break. Rather, the reed bends, and then later, returns
to stand upright. The same is true of Am Yisrael — they suffer
numerous tragedies, but never break. Thank God, in the end, the
Jews always remain standing.

K2 Daf 21: NACHUM OF GAMZU
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There was a Tanna whom everyone referred to as “Nachum, Ish
Gam Zo” (man of “This t00”). Nachum was given this nickname
because regardless of what happened to him, he would say “Gam
2o Itova” (This too is for the best). Nachum believed in God and
trusted that everything He does is in our best interest. Even if things look
bad, they are actually good, since they are meant to be for our benefit.

Once, Nachum was sent to bring a chest of diamonds as a gift for
the king. But, on the way, the diamonds were stolen. The thieves
replaced the stolen valuables with dirt so that no one would feel
that the box had been emptied. Nachum went before the king
and when the king discovered that the Jews had presented him
with a carton of dirt, he got angry and wanted to have Nachum
executed. But Nachum still said: “Gam zo I'tova.”

Then, Eliyahu HaNavi disguised himself as one of the king’s servants
and said to the king: “Sire, perhaps this is special dirt, like that of
Avraham Avinu. When one throws it in battle it is transformed into
arrows.” The king’s servants went out and tested the dirt and a miracle
happened ... the dirt turned into arrows. The king was very happy.
Everyone understood that the robbery was for the best. The king was
even more pleased with the unique gift of miraculous dirt than he
would have been with diamonds. So, for now, the king loved the Jews.
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K Daf 22: HOW CAN RAINFALL BE STOPPED?
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Imagine non-stop rain. Night and day, week after week. At first, it’s
nice, then it gets annoying because the roads are ruined and it is
impossible to freely move from place to place, making it difficult to
purchase food. In addition, there are some places where too much
rainfall poses a real danger.

The Talmud states that when an excessive amount of rain falls in
the land of Bavel (Babylonia), it could endanger human life. Since
Bavel is a low-lying region, when huge amounts of water accumulate
there, people are liable to drown. This situation is extremely dangerous,
and requires both fasting and prayer.

When the Beit HaMikdash stood, if an excessive amount
of rain fell, an amount that could endanger human life,
the kohanim would make a request of the people of the
“ma’amad” (Temple watch): “While you fast and afflict
yourselves, please pray for the rain to stop.”

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT MIKETZ
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As the famine overtook Eretz Yisrael, Ya'akov understood he needed to send
his sons back to Egypt. Ya’akov told them to take “mi’zimrat ha’Aretz ... and
carry them down [as a gift] for the man.” What were the “zimrat ha’Aretz” that
Ya’akov asked his sons to take down with them to Egypt? According to Targum
Onkelos, the phrase refers to “choice products of the land”, i.e., the best fruits
and produce grown in Eretz Yisrael. Rashi puts forth the same idea, writing
that the phrase comes from the word “zimra” (song, praise), from the fact that
everyone sings the praises of this produce when it enters the world. In contrast,
Rabbi Nachman of Breslov explained the phrase zimrat ha’Aretz to literally
mean song and praise. He understood the verse to be referring to be a special
niggun (melody) that Yaakov sent with his sons, out of his faith in the power of
this melody to soften everyone’s hearts: “Know that Ya’akov Avinu ... sent with
them the melody of Eretz Yisrael and that is the meaning of the secret ‘take from
mi’zimrat ha’Aretz in your instruments,” referring to song and melody.

AN R 2PV 1IN, 98T VIRA 1213 ay10wD
D7 NN NN .D7YNY N1Iwa 12 DN nowYh
JWIND TN L) DnTR” -InpTy

1T APy wpaw "vaRg DT Aanik on
naw”y NN N3120 0i%RXN DIAN 2"y 20NNy
,INIWT VN D77TA0 D121V NiNgY7 111, UYIRG
120 N2 "M 1YY 202w "7 ynivn 03 7)1
,INT NNYY .0%iv7 N2 NINwa 177y DNt Y0’
'YID NAT M DR N2 270730 19n1 "7
N7WY 100 111 12TAY 1101,7110T W 11w
"W YW inida nMnN 71,112 nwy oy apy?
AN APYT L VTY TN 22 YW 127 72717 Y101
NP’ TI0 AT 9NIWT YN YW 1A DRy NYW

Pa31 T NN 'DI7222 XD NN

p- _/
IMRW O*7R an
o Best Wishes for a bright & joy~filled Festivel of Lights —
\ From cur femily To gours

FOUNDER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: MEIR JAKOBSOHN | TALMUD ISRAELI—DAF YOMI FORUS | GAL NJAOR: CHAIR, DAF YOMI FOR US

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR & EDITOR: RABBI AVI RATH | 112W.34THST, 18THFL+-NY,NY10120 | YAEL SCHULMAN: DR, DAF YOMI FORUS

BOARD CHAIRMAN: HAIM FREILICMAN, C.P.A. SPONSORED BY:

HxAwr Tnbn MEDISON

www.talmudisraeli.org « yael@talmudisraeli.co.il

TEL. 914/413-3128




