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K& Daf 22: WHO IS AUTHORIZED TO TESTIFY ABOUT
[THE ARRIVAL OF] THE NEW MOON?

The Talmud recounts that many years ago, any Jew who appeared before
the Sanhedrin (High Court) and declared “l saw the new molad (the precise
moment of the ‘birth’ of the new moon)” had their testimony accepted.
However, later on, the chachamim amended their ruling to no longer accept
every testimony. Rather, only testimony provided by a person known to be
trustworthy and qualified was accepted. Why did the chachamim enact this
change? Because in that era there were wicked people called “Boethusians.”
The Boethusians were known to pay two people to appear before the
Sanhedrin and lie that they had seen the rebirth of the moon. This deception
could lead the court to mistakenly declare “today is Rosh Chodesh (the new
month),” even though no new moon had actually occurred.

Was the Boethusian deception successful? Barukh HaShem, no! How was the
scam discovered? One of the witnesses they hired was a good and upstanding
Jew who hinted to the Sanhedrin that he was by no means testifying he
had seen the “molad,” but that he was paid money to deceive them. From
that time onward, the chachamim ruled that testimony regarding sighting
of the molad would only be accepted from a person known to be reliable.

K Daf 23: TORCHES HERALD THE NEW MONTH
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We learned about the molad, and the fact that the beit din sanctifies the
new month. However, do you know how Jews everywhere were informed
that the new month had occurred? Indeed, once, there were no telephones!
The Mishnah relates how agents of the court would ascend Har Hazaytim
(Mount of Olives) at night and kindle “masu’ot” — large torches. The
people who held the masu’ot would wave them, forward and backward,
upward and downward, until someone was seen standing on the far hill,
also waving a masu’ah. Then, it was understood that the message had
been received that Rosh Chodesh began that day.

They would wave masu’ot in that manner, from mountaintop
to mountaintop, until the Jews who lived in Bavel (Babylonia)
also knew Rosh Chodesh had arrived that day, and each
person lit a masu’ah on the roof of their home. The Mishnah
reports that they lit so many masu’ot that Bavel looked like one
big bonfire. Once, several evil people kindled masu’ot on Har
Hazaytim, even though it was not Rosh Chodesh, with the intent
to mislead the Jews. They were indeed successful and caused
a significant error to be made within Am Yisrael. Since that
incident, the sages of Israel decided that special emissaries designated by
beit din would set out to every location where Jews resided to inform them
that Rosh Chodesh had been declared.
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Seder Moed | Rosh Hashanah 24-25

K Daf 24: WHERE DID RAV AND SHMUEL PRAY?

The Gemara relates that the righteous amoraim, Rav and Shmuel, prayed in
the ancient synagogue in the city of Neharde’a. This synagogue contained
a most unusual thing — a statue. Indeed, inside the synagogue there was a
statue of the king. How was it permissible to leave a statue in the synagogue?
Because many people were congregated in the synagogue, and no one would
suspect that a large group of Jews had idolatrous intentions. People would
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understand that it was merely a decorative monument of the king, and
not an expression of avodah zarah (idolatry).

This synagogue also had a very special name: “Shaf v’Yatev.” Why was d ‘

the synagogue given this name? Before the destruction of the First Beit
HalViikdash, Nevuchadnezzar, King of Bavel (Babylonia), exiled Yehoyachin,
king of Judah, to Bavel, along with a majority of the talmidei chachamim
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(Torah scholars) and several nevi'im (prophets). According to legend, before
setting out to exile, they took with them Jerusalem stones and dirt from the Beit
HaMikdash. When they arrived in Bavel, they used the dirt and stones to construct
a synagogue in the city of Neharde’a. For this reason, the synagogue was named
“Shaf v’Yatev” — “Shaf’ (moved) “v’Yatev” (and settled). In other words, after the
destruction of the Beit HalMlikdash the Shechinah (Divine Presence) was uprooted,
travelled from Jerusalem, and re-settled in Babylonia in this Shafv’Yatev synagogue.

K Daf 25: MIDDOT V’DEREKH ERETZ:

THE DANGER OF JEWISH DISUNITY
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One day, two eidim (witnesses) approached the Sanhedrin and said: “We
saw the new moon last night!” Rabban Gamliel, head of the Sanhedrin, stood
and declared: “Today is Rosh Chodesh Tishrei.” However, Rabbi Yehoshua
said: “Those men are eidei sheker (false witnesses) and Rabban Gamliel has
sanctified the new moon in error.”

Rabban Gamliel feared that this difference of opinion would lead to a machloket
(dispute) within Am Yisrael. Some would say, “Today is Rosh Chodesh Tishrei” and
others would say, “Not so! It is not yet Rosh Chodesh.” What will be? Will every
individual celebrate Rosh HaShanah when he or she chooses? Upon hearing that
Rabbi Yehoshua had challenged his ruling, Rabban Gamiliel sent him a message:
“l decree that you must appear before me with money in your wallet on the day
that Yom Kippur occurs according to your calculation!” Rabban Gamliel's order to
Rabbi Yehoshua would serve as a sign that Rabbi Yehoshua had, in fact, conced-
ed and accepted the correctness of Rabban Gamilel’s calendrical determinations.

Rabbi Yehoshua heard the words of the Nasi and did what Rabban Gamliel re-
quested. When he saw Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabban Gamliel stood up and kissed
his head and said to Rabbi Yehoshua: “Come in peace, my teacher, and my stu-
dent. You are my teacher, because you possess great wisdom, and you are my
student, as you obediently accepted my ruling despite your initial disagreement.”
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Seder Moed | Rosh Hashanah 26-27

K Daf 26: WHY DO WE NOT SOUND
AN 0X HORN ON ROSH HASHANAH?

On Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol stood in the most sacred
place in the Beit HaMikdash and performed the day’s special
Temple service. As we learned in Masechet Yoma, the Kohen
Gadol served in the Beit HaMikdash throughout the year
wearing eight garments, some of which are fashioned from
gold. However, on Yorn Kippur, when the Kohen Gadol entered
the Kodesh HaKodashim (Holy of Holies), he wore four white
garments, none of which contained any gold fibers.

Why did the Torah so command? The Gemara explains that the
Kohen Gadol indeed entered the Kodesh Hakodashim in order
for God to forgive Am Yisrael, and it is an inappropriate time for
him to be dressed in gilded garments, which are reminiscent of
the chet Egel HaZahav (sin of the Golden Calf.) Likewise, on Rosh
HaShanah there is no sounding of a shofar made from the horns
of a bull or a cow, so as not to serve as reminder of the chet Egel
HaZahav (sin of the Golden Calf), given that a calf is the offspring
of a bull and cow.

K2 Daf 27: SOUNDING THE SHOFAR AND THE TRUMPET
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When the Beit HaMikdash stood, three kohanim were stationed
on Har HaBayit (Temple Mount) on Rosh Hashanah. The kohen
in the center held a shofar and the two kohanim on either side of
him held trumpets. When the time came to sound the trumpet, all
three kohanim would play, but the kohen in the center sounded a
long blast, while the kohanim with the trumpets sounded shorter
blasts. Why? Because the essence of the mitzvah on Rosh
Hashanah is to sound the shofar and not trumpets.

Why indeed did they sound trumpets? Chazal learned this
practice from the verse in Tehillim (Psalms 98:6): “With
trumpets and the sound of the shofar, raise your voices
before God, the King.” The Gemara recounts that Rabbi
Halafta, who resided in the town of Tzippori, instructed
for trumpets to be sounded on Rosh Hashanah, imitating
what had been customary practice in the Beit HaMikdash.
However, the chachamim said this practice should not be
implemented, because trumpet blasts were only sounded
in the Beit HaMikdash. Why? Because the verse [in Tehillim]
states: “With trumpets and the sound of the shofar, raise your
voices before God, the King.” Meaning, only before God,
the King, in the Beit HaMikdash, are trumpets to be sounded.
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Seder Moed | Rosh Hashanah 28

K Daf 28: HOW IS THE MITZVAH OF SOUNDING
THE SHOFAR FULFILLED?
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In order to fulfill the mitzvah of shofar, the person sounding the shofar
must intend for those hearing the blasts to fulfill their obligation.
However, if the shofar blower thinks to himself: “I have no interest in
anyone else fulfilling the mitzvah through the sounds of my shofar,”
then the others indeed do not fulfill the mitzvah.

It is necessary to ensure one more thing: A person who hears the
sound of the shofar must intend to fulfill the mitzvah. Indeed, if a person
suddenly heard shofar blasts on Rosh Hashanah, and had not intended
to fulfill the mitzvah, that person truly did not fulfill his obligation.

Suppose a good and trustworthy Jew thoroughly intended to ¢~
fulfill the mitzvah of shofar, but the moment the shofar blasts
began he forgot to focus on fulfilment of the mitzvah. Did
he miss out on his chance to fulfill the mitzvah? No! Why?
Because that person intentionally went to the synagogue to
hear the shofar, and therefore, fulfilled the obligation — even
if at the precise moment he forgot to focus on the intention
to fulfill the mitzvah. The fact that a person deliberately went
to synagogue to fulfill the mitzvah conveys that person’s
intention la’tzeyt yedei chovah (to fulfill the obligation).

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT TOLDOT

The sages relate that when Ya’akov arrived to receive his blessing from
Yitzchak, the scent of Gan Eden entered along with him, and for that
reason, Yitzchak indeed chose to bless him — “Behold, the fragrance of
my son is like the fragrance of the fields that God has blessed.”

What is it about the sense of smell that ultimately leads Yitzchak to bless
Ya’akov? The sense of smell is a penetrating sense, able to identify a
person’s inner nature. The prophet Isaiah predicted that in the future the
Messiah will judge the peoples of the world by his extraordinary sense of
smell. “And he will sense [the truth] through his reverence of God,” and
not based upon external appearance — “and not by the sight of what his
eyes behold will he judge”. Special are those people who are not satisfied
to evaluate a matter by appearance alone. They succeed to penetrate into
the depths of the matter without being confused by external distractions,
and judge a person based on the content of that person’s inner character.
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