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&3 Daf 28: METHODS OF LEARNING
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Regarding the Korban Tamid (twice daily perpetual offering), the Torah
states in Sefer Bamidbar (Numbers 28:4): “The one lamb you shall offer
in the morning, and the other [lamb] you will offer in the afternoon.”

One of the chachamim inquired: “Why did the Torah add extra words into
this pasuk (verse)? It would have been sufficient to write “Offer the lamb
in the morning.” Why did the Torah write “The one lamb you shall offer
in the morning?” Isn’t the word “one” unnecessary, as it is implied by
the use of the singular “lamb”? The Gemara resolved the question by
explaining that the word “one” was used to teach us that it is necessary
to select “the one,” very special, best lamb to be offered as a korban.
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At the end of Hilchot Issurei Miz’be’ach, Rambam further explained 2,77200 (D271 "N Nid7n qi0) D“anNn
that the inclusion of the word “one” teaches us to break away from the D NN 1AWY nWiTRpn Ninn 10iN nTAR7R 122
yetzer hara (evil inclination) and learn to love the mitzvot. When a person 12712 N'20 DTRWYA .N1gRn DN 20R7 TNY71 v
offers a korban to Hashem, it should be the highest quality item in his NINWA .17 Wiy nita 2ivn 1270 IR N2 - 07
possession. When he builds a Beit Knesset (Synagogue), it should be Na0n AN INi* NP3 N1 NJL'W - NDJA N'a NJia
more magnificent than his home. Likewise, one who feeds the needy nawnn 73RN N D)7 17— 071y 7I8RY M %Y
should give them the highest quality foods. We can justifiably take pride in
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meticulously fulfillfing mitzvot in the optimal fashion. .12 72 A2 T'apn1 1ToN NN 0K ,NINAD

K Daf 29: THE SPECIAL HONOR & SANCTITY OF THE SYNAGOGUE /i 0ipn-npisit 3 073 41

A Beit Knesset (Synagogue) is a very holy place. The Gemara tells
a story about the father of the Amora Shmuel, who once sat with a
chacham named Levi in the Beit Knesset in Nehardea. These two
righteous men felt a daunting sense of holiness in that place. They sat
together until out of sheer alarm and dread, they got up and quickly
left the Beit HaKnesset.

The Gemara adds that the most fitting place to learn
Torah is in a Beit Knesset. The Amora Abaye said he
was initially accustomed to learning Torah in his home
and would go to the Beit Knesset just to pray. However,
later on, he learned from the words of King David that
it was more fitting to study in the Beit Knesset. Rabbi
Yosef Karo, author of the Shulchan Arukh (16th century
code of Jewish law), wrote that whoever studies Torah
in a Beit Knesset is guaranteed that their learning will not be easily
forgotten (Yoreh Deah 246:22).

In addition, the Gemara states that due to the holiness of a
synagogue, a person may not turn it into a kappendarya (shortcut).
Instead of cutting across a synagogue to shorten one’s journey, one
must walk around the building.
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There are four annual Shabbatot on which special Torah portions are read, ION NTNR NW1a D'N1P NJWa ninaw yana
following the Parashat Hashavua. ) Y120 NW1a

Parashat Shekalim: On the Shabbat of or immediately preceding Rosh Chodesh nIYn Yy DRI NIYNID NaWa “DiYpy nwae’

Adar', the parashg about the mitzvah of the half-.shekel.is read. Every Jew was o N9 9Py w0 DD MY TEAT 92 9w niynn
required to contribute or'1e half-shekel to .the Belt HaM/kdash ez.ach year. Those ,‘,.-;1 9932 .Ni1277 117 N0 Q02N ,NIWA DYa WTpRn
fundswereusedltoallcqwrekorbanot(oﬁenngs.). Slnlcertwasreqwredto‘r"nakethe » 1P 107 WIN WY TY NI¥RA DY D7 1INy
half—shgkel contribution by Rosh Chodesh Nisan, rtV\_/as decreed that Pa/ashat 12TAY T2 12 7199 WINa “OMIpy nwa” NapY
Shekalim” be read a month beforehand, as a reminder to fulffil the mitzvah. R ’  qivpn DN D19 TN
.N1¥ND DN DR XY

Parashat Zachor: On the Shabbat before Purim, the parasha that begins with
the words: “Zachor et asher asah lecha Amalek” (Remember what Amalek
did to you) is read about blotting out the memory of Amalek. This parasha is
read before Purim, because the evil Haman was from the offspring of Amalek.
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Parashat Parah: On the Shabbat before Shabbat HaChodesh [i.e., the last ny 0R7iP (1722 0R) 12 MR NW :“n1g nYg”
or second to last Shabbat in the month of Adar], a parasha is read about the nRR RNVIY M 7Y DTN AW 19RIAY NRTN N3 NN
purifying waters made from the ashes of the parah adumah (red heifer). This DRV DR 1TA7 T2 1TNYI9 DRI . NIR 107 T2
parasha was read to remind those who are t'mai’im (ritually unclean) to purify 170) “NMI2 NWR"D .NDJ 1277 INIPY DNYY WYY
themselves before the time to sacrifice the korban Pesach (Paschal Offering). DN WTA0 N 'Y DY ,anid ('R 9”0 n”7an
“Mishnah Berurah” wrote that even when the Beit HaMikdash does not exist N“20 PITT 7Y DAY F2a0n7 172 ,NRTR N9 NYIa
Parashat Parah Adumah is still read, in order to pray God redeem us. AININ 78371 DMINY 0N 0N

Parashat HaChodesh: On the Shabbat of or immediately preceding Rosh ”
Chodesh Nisan the parasha concerning the Korban Pesach is read. It
begins with the words: “HaChodesh ha’zeh lachem” (This month will be to

you ... [the first of the months of the year)).
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K2 Daf 31: READING TORAH DURING THE 7 DAYS OF PESACH D21 1 miyaw3 17im nvip &7 47 K3

The Gemara provides a mnemonic device to remember which Torah NIP?7 ¥ 00 7377 ,13vR 100 NRIR RIDAD

selections are to be read on each of the seven days of Pesach. NI 10D .09 "R NYIwn TR 733 n7ind
[Mashach. Tora. Kadesh. Be’Kaspah. Pesal. Midbara. Shelach.] Sn%w .N12TNI -'799 -RJPI3 .UTR2 .RTIA Awn”
What are the meanings of the words that make up the mnemonic? Simple. - TR DIV ?1.’?.03 '7‘” w9 an
“Mashach”— On the first day, we read about the sacrifice of the Korban ,OTI¥N N9 277 NIYN 7Y DRip TIWRR D — “qun”
Pesach in Egypt, where Moshe said to the Jews: “Mish’chu (Draw forth) and 2™ 19 ninw) “N¥ 07 Nz 3wn” 0TERY7 0N NNy
acquire for yourself sheep” (Shemot 12:21); “Tora”— On the second day, a NN Niwan pzn oip i it — “Njin” (N p1og
portion of parashat Emor is read, and the first with verse begins with the word 109 272 p1a N7 " npna nnn TiWNTn 1oa0)

“shor,” which is Hebrew for the Aramaic “Tora” (VaYikra 22:27); “Kadesh” — On iryn DF) — “UT" NI NN IR T (7

the third day, the selection beginning “Kadesh (sanctify) to Me every firstborn” X" 19 niniy) “7ia 73 * W piognn Ny o0
(Shemot 13:2); “Be’Chas’pah” — On the fourth day, a selection from Parashat nw1aa N7 o'nnn "y 0ia — “Napd” (2 p1og
Mishpatim is read, from the pasuk “When you lend kesef (money) to My people” 1”2 19 ninw) “ny Nk 70 992 DN 10900 D'YaWn
(Shemot 22:24); “Peh’sahl” — On the fifth day, the verse beginning “And God 71092 N7 D'7nnn Wnna i — “09” (772 p10g
said to Moshe: Peh’sahl (carve) for yourself two stone tablets” (Shemot 34:1); 719 Ninw) “..01aN nin 1w 97 709 nyn 78 "N e’

Be’Madbara — On the sixth day, the selection on the Korban Pesach Sheini, 1277 7Y ONip Wwi o - ‘N1 (N piog T
which begins with the verse “And God spoke to Moshe in midbar (desert) "0 1272 W YN "N 12 TN” 1092 7NNND "W Nog
Sinai” (Bamidbar 9:1); Shelach — On the seventh day, a selection is read 7y ORI Yywn Diﬂg—“n‘j\y"..(’rz 109 V719 12TN2)
about the parting of the red sea, from Parashat Beshalach. N7W3 N3 10 01 Ny™7
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After the Torah reading is concluded, the scroll is raised for all to view M)A 190 NN D''aIn ,NNIR1 NP7 DTToRy 1NN
before it is rolled closed. On this daf, we learn how a Torah scroll D07TN1Y AT 972 .(inixk 0"3i0) ININ 0777131 10N 7207 T
is to be rolled. The Mag’bi’ha (person who raises the NR 272290 .N7IRD 190 NN 9917 97y TY)

Torah) needs to raise the scroll so that the writing faces
him, and never the opposite. In addition, when gelilah
(closing a Torah scroll) is performed, the seam binding
together the parchment is positioned in between the
two atzei chayim (wooden scroll handles).
The Torah is not made of one, single

exceptionally long klaf (parchment). @
Rather, the Torah is made of many C
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parchment panels sewn together. niyma ,*In pIn 19737 o8 ,N7iR0 190 NN
Rolling the seam to the center (@i 317 197N % niy'n iay Dippa DN 129 .vapnY nivia
is important, so that if, heaven (g” (et L) ANi* 1IR NDNT DRWY 72 ,Y¥NNA DTITON ,iTY iT NiNannn
forbid, the scroll is mishandled or and we will return Ny vapn N7 N ,018n0 nipna niyvta naTan v In
. ] to learn from you again. B : ol T e : T T
overly tightened, it would come L\ At a good time, we begin/ 5 ( L(T"NP R0 N”IN RN PV IN7W 19 IY) N0 ,YRnNa
. ° Masechet ; L o
apart along the seam and not risk e

tearing the written text (according
to both the Shulchan Arukh and the
Rama, Orakh Chayim #147).
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TRACTATE MOED KATAN: Ch. 1 — ONE MAY IRRIGATE A FIELD
THAT REQUIRES IRRIGATION - -
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In Masechet “Moed Katan” we primarily learn about
the laws of Chol Ha’Moed (intermediate festival days) and

the laws of aveilut (mourning). Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, editor of Tyin NJpn NN 1770 ,NIWAN 170N ,NWID TN "2
the Mishnah, placed Masechet Moed Katan following Masechet 7in'1 DAY NiniT Nia70 w1 2,00 nJon NN 1R
Megillah, because similar halachot apply to both Purim and Chol .Niaynn’ 1ONT T'a007 MON DY .Tyinn
Ha’Moed. During both Purim and Chol Ha’Moed it is assur (pro-
hibited) to deliver a eulogy and it is assur to fast. Jaya niwy? oN NiaNyn a9 ,11TN naw niona
niwy? "mMAY NiTON NIINYD WY 11707 N¥'a NJona
In Masechet Shabbat we learn which melachot are assur to N2 N7 Mina ?Tyina %in Y i1T an i i
perform on Shabbat. In Masechet Beitzah, we learn that there NN AWITIITRY DN AN, TYIAD 7in 1N Yy wiiana
are certain melachot that are mutar (permissible) to perform on .10N N1 N

Yom Tov (holidays). What laws apply to Chol Ha’Moed? The To-
rah does not explicitly cite any prohibitions that apply to Chol
Ha’Moed. However, the chachamim interpreted the Torah text to
determine what is mutar and what is assur.
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The opening mishnah of Masechet Moed Katan states: “One may
irrigate a beit hashlachin on the intermediate days of a Festival,”

i.e., on chol hamo’ed it is permissible to take pains to irrigate a field
categorized as a “beit hashlachin.” Beit hashlachin is a field filled
with produce that received insufficient rainfall, and is in desperate
need of water. “Shlachin” (irrigated land) comes from the word “tzi-
ma’on” (thirst). The Mishnah states that even during shmittah (sab-
batical year) it is permissible to water this type of field. ) (
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K2 Daf 3: WORKING THE LAND DURING THE SABBATICAL YEAR
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During sh’nat shmittah (sabbatical year) it is prohibited to work the land.
On this daf, the Gemara lists the types of work prohibited during shmittah,
and the source from which we learn these prohibitions. In Parashat Behar
(Vayikrah 25:4), the Torah states: “But in the seventh year ... you shall not
sow your field, nor shall you prune your vineyard.” It is prohibited to plant
seeds in the field and it is prohibited to trim. “Trimming” refers to the cutting
off of branches from trees to enable the tree to grow better.

In the following verse, the Torah states: “You shall not
reap the aftergrowth of your harvest, and you shall
not pick the grapes you had set aside [for yourself].”
Produce that grew on its own (without active care)
cannot be harvested and kept by the landowner, be-
cause it is prohibited for the owner to treat the field
as if it is solely his. Likewise, it is also prohibited for
the owner of a vineyard to harvest the grapes that he
set aside for himself. It is permissible for a vineyard
owner to harvest grapes in his field during the shmit-
tah year, but only after having forfeited ownership of
them and having given everyone else the opportunity to enter the vine-
yard and take grapes for themselves.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT BESHALLACH
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What gives people the strength to act and to strive continually onward? Is the
answer to this question solely dependent upon a person’s concrete physical
fortitude, or perhaps there are other factors are involved? The narrative of
Parashat Beshallach concludes with the war against Amalek, in which, Moshe
sends Yehoshua into battle, along with a select portion of the nation. However,
Moshe himself remained behind to pray, on the crest of the hill. At that time,
Moshe’s hands became heavy. Aharon and Hur placed a stone under his arms
to support him. Rashi explains that it was precisely because Moshe rested,
and became battle-weary, which caused his weakness and the heaviness
of his hands. “Because he became lazy with regard to fulfiling the mitzvah,
and chose to appoint someone else in his place, his hands become weighty.”
From Moshe’s actions, we learn that a person who desires to be filled with
energy and strength must rise and act. It is precisely the flight from action and
laziness that can lead to weakness and difficulty.
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