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Explanation
Ravina asked Rav Ashi how do we know 
the “kapot t’marim” (branches of a date 
palm) mentioned in the Torah actually refer 
to the lulav? Perhaps the term refers to the 
hardened branch, or to the trunk, or to another 
part of the palm tree? Rav Ashi replies that 
the other definitions are not consistent with 
the language of the Torah. Moreover, it is not 
possible that the Torah would command use 
of a thorny and sharp branch because “Its 
ways are ways of pleasantness.”

Translation

Daf 33: "עֲנַף עֵץ עָבוֹת" – 
              “THE BRANCH OF A DENSE-LEAVED TREE”

In Sefer VaYikra, the Torah refers to the “hadas” (myrtle) as “anaf etz avoht” (branch 
of a dense-leaved tree). Anaf etz — a tree that looks like one branch entirely covered 
with leaves, where the tree base is not visible; avoht — the leaves look like a chain.

Rabbi Yehudah said: In what way do the leaves resemble a chain? On each branch 
there are multiple clusters of three leaves. One tier of three clustered leaves, then 
another tier of three, and another tier of three. Each tier of leaves reaches up to the 
beginning of the next tier. In this way, the leaves look like a long chain.

Hadas shoteh (wild myrtle): A myrtle whose leaves are not arranged in a straight 
row, rather, one leaf is slightly higher, while the other two leaves in the cluster are 
lower. This type of hadas is pasul (invalid) to fulfill the mitzvah of arba’at haminim.

Hadas she’nechtach (myrtle that has been cut): Is a hadas whose tip has been cut off 
still kosher (fit)? Some say the hadas she’nechtach is kosher, and others say it is pasul 
(unfit). For this reason, REMA, Rabbi Moshe Isserles, wrote that it is worthwhile to 
avoid taking a truncated hadas (whose tip is cut off).

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת סוכה דף ל׳׳ב:

 “אמר ליה רבינא לרב אשי - ממאי 
הוא?  דלולבא  תמרים  כפות  דהאי 
וליכא  כפות  בעינא  חרותא  אימא 
דאיכא  מכלל  כפות,  אופתא  ואימא 
פרוד והאי כפות ועומד לעולם, ואימא 
כופרא, אמר אביי 'דרכיה דרכי נועם 

וכל נתיבותיה שלום' כתיב..”

Weekly Kit 408

Daf 32: מָרִים פּוֹת תְּ BRANCHES OF DATE PALMS – כַּ

The lulav is one 
of the arba’at 
haminim (four 
species). According 
to Sefer VaYikrah (Book of Leviticus), “And you shall take ‘kapot t’marim’” — one 
needs to take the branch of a tree on which dates grow, which is a palm tree.

Is it permissible to take a wide branch of a palm tree, a branch from which large 
leaves emerge from its sides [to fulfill the mitzvah of arba’at haminim]? From what 
source do the chachamim know that it is necessary to take a lulav whose leaves 
are closed? The Talmud responds that the Torah does not command performance 
of mitzvot that are harmful to a person’s body or health. On the contrary, all of the 
mitzvot of the Torah are pleasant and beneficial for people. 

Therefore, the chachamim stated that the Torah certainly would not command the 
taking of a branch whose thorny leaves stab and cause pain. Rather, kapot t’marim 
must be a branch like the lulav, whose leaves are closed and do not potentially 
cause injuries. King Solomon said in Sefer Mishlei (Book of Proverbs) regarding the 
Torah, that “its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace.”

חרותא
אופתא
כופרא

... Charutah ... hardened branch of a date palm

... Ufta ... The trunk of the date palm

... Kufra ... branch of a date palm 
                 [that has not yet hardened]
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Daf 35: "רִי עֵץ הָדָר  – הָאֶתְרוֹג — "פְּ
              THE CITRON, “FRUIT OF A BEAUTIFUL TREE”

Let’s become familiar with the various parts of the 
etrog (citron):

Oketz — a small sprig, or tiny branch, found at the 
bottom of the etrog. This sprig was connected to the 
tree and was cut by the person who picked it, when the 
etrog was harvested.

Pitam — Many times, a small, brown-colored bulb 
remains at the upper tip of the etrog. This portion is 
called the “pitam.” 

Chotem — The place from which the etrog begins to narrow is called the “chotem.”

 

     Daf 36: סוּלִים UNFIT ETROGIM  – אֶתְרוֹגִים פְּ

Fallen “Pitam”: An etrog whose pitam 
has fallen off is pasul (unfit). However, 
if an etrog is the type whose “pitam” 
customarily falls off while the etrog is 
still attached to the tree, that etrog is 
kosher (fit). [Cont’d on p.3]

Dvar Torah
SHOFTIM

The final portion of Parashat Shoftim 
contains various mitzvot related to 
Am Yisrael’s manner of combat. 
War is generally seen as an event 
lacking inhibition and boundaries; 
as a place where rules of justice and 
morality are forgotten in order to 
destroy and eliminate the enemy on 
the other side. However, the Torah 
teaches us that even in times of war, 
when fighting for our lives, there is a 
framework, a path, with moral rules 
we must preserve. For example, the 
Torah prohibits the destruction of 
food-bearing trees surrounding a city 
which you are besieging. “For you 
may eat them, but you will not cut 
them down, because a human is [like] 
the tree of the field.” This mitzvah 
places before us one of the most 
beautiful and important principles 
in the Torah — which calls on us to 
maintain the image of God within us, 
even in the most difficult times.

נּוּ תֹאכֵל  י מִמֶּ כִּ
וְאֹתוֹ לאֹ תִכְרֹת, 
דֶה ׂ י הָאָדָם עֵץ הַשָּ כִּ

 Daf 34: ?רָה שֵׁ ?WHICH WILLOW IS FIT – אֵיזוֹ עֲרָבָה כְּ

There is a tree named “tzaftzafa,” which is similar to the eitz ha’aravot (willow tree). 
However, it is not kosher (fit) for use as one of the arba’at haminim (four species). How 
is it possible to discern which aravah (willow) is kosher (fit) and which is pasul (unfit)?

The Talmud cites several simanim (distinguishing characteristics):
1. The leaves of the aravah are elongated, while the leaves of the 

tzaftzafa are round. Who said it is obligatory to take an 
aravah whose leaves are long? The sages learned 
this from the Torah’s terminology “arvei nachal” 
(willow of the brook) that the leaves of the aravah 
are long and extend onward, like a brook.

2. The stem of the aravah is a reddish color, while the stem 
of the tzaftzafa is white.

3. The leaves of the aravah are smooth, while the leaves of the tzaftzafa are serrated 
and look like a small sickle.
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Daf 37: ינִים עֲטוּפִים עַת הַמִּ WRAPPED FOUR SPECIES  – אַרְבַּ

Some wrap their lulav together with 
hadassim and aravot (myrtle and willow 
branches) in aluminum foil so they will 
remain fresh and not dry out. Before 
reciting the blessing over the arba’at 
haminim (four species), a person must first remove 
any foil wrapping because the arba’at haminim must touch 
the palms of the hands of the person without any chatzitzah 
(interfering object) — i.e., without anything separating the arba’at haminim 
and the palms of the person’s hands.

Daf 38: ?ינִים עַת הַמִּ   – מַדּוּעַ מְנַעְנְעִים אֶת אַרְבַּ
               WHY WAVE THE FOUR SPECIES?

When fulfilling the 
mitzvah of arba’at 
haminim, the package of 
four species are shaken 
in every direction: right, 
left, forward, backward, 
up, and down. Rabbi 
Yochanan said that we 
do so to demonstrate 
that we fulfill this mitzvah 
on behalf of Hashem, to 
whom the entire world 
belongs — up, down, 
right, left, forward, and 
backward. Rabbi Yosei 

son of Rabbi Hanina said we shake the arba’at haminim in order to halt harmful winds 
that could damage the world. And, moreover, by doing so, we halt the falling of dew that 
could harm the grain.

An additional halachah that appears on this Daf is that it is possible to fulfill the mitzvah of 
arba’at haminim all day long. Therefore, those who did not fulfill the mitzvah in the morning are 
able to fulfill this mitzvah at any point during the day.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  What is “hadas shoteh”?
2. What color is the stem of the 

aravah?
3. When shaking the arba’at 

haminim, is it permissible to hold 
the four species wrapped in foil?

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION

Please email answers
to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

[Cont’d from p.2] Scratched Etrog: An etrog from which a piece is missing — for example, 
an etrog that became scratched, and as a result a portion is now missing — that etrog is 
pasul (unfit). It is important to note that an etrog missing a piece is only pasul (unfit) on the 
first day of Sukkot. However, on the remaining days of Sukkot a scratched etrog is kosher.
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מסכת סוכה: פרק א׳ 21   | 

DAF 21: THE SLAVE WHO SLEPT UNDER THE BED

Once there was an incident involving Rabban Gamliel’s eved can’ani 
(Canaanite slave) named “Tavi.” During Sukkot, Tavi slept under the bed 
in the sukkah, and Rabban Gamliel said: “Behold! Tavi is a proficient Torah 
scholar. He knows an eved can’ani is patur min hamitzvot (exempt from 
mitzvah observance) and that he is therefore permitted to sleep under the 
bed.” Indeed, an eved can’ani is generally exempt from commandments, 
though there are certain mitzvot an eved can’ani is obligated to fulfill.

Regarding this matter, Rabbi Shimon said that we learn an important 
halachah from the words of Rabban Gamliel. Namely, that a person who 
is obligated to observe the mitzvah of sukkah cannot fulfill that obligation 
if they are found under the bed. Why? The person lying under a bed is 
not considered to be under the s’chach, as required. The Talmud explains 
that this ruling refers specifically to a bed that is 10 tefachim (40 inches) 
high, which is considered to be a roof.

ה טָּ חַת הַמִּ ן תַּ יָשֵּׁ ף כ׳׳א: הָעֶבֶד שֶׁ דַּ

טָבִי  ישֵָׁן  הַסֻּכּוֹת  בְּחַג  "טָבִי".  בְשֵׁם  כְּנעֲַניִ  עֶבֶד  לוֹ  שֶׁהָיהָ  גַּמְלִיאֵל,  בְרַבָּן  מַעֲשֶׂה 
יוֹדֵעַ  חָכָם הוּא. הוּא  תַּלְמִיד  טָבִי  "רְאוּ  גַּמְלִיאֵל:  רַבָּן  ואְָמַר  הַמִּטָּה,  תַחַת  בַסֻּכָּה 
שֶׁעֶבֶד כְּנעֲַניִ פָּטוּר מִן הַמִּצְווֹת ולְָכֵן הוּא יכָוֹל לִישׁןֹ תַּחַת הַמִּטָּה". אָכֵן, עֶבֶד כְּנעֲַניִ 

פָּטוּר מִמִּצְותַ סֻכָּה, אֲפִלּוּ שֶׁיּשֵׁ מִצְווֹת אֲחֵרוֹת שֶׁהוּא חַיּבָ בָּהֶן.

אָמַר עַל כָּךְ רַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן, מִדְּבָרָיו שֶׁל רַבָּן גַּמְלִיאֵל לָמַדְנוּ הֲלָכָה חֲשׁוּבָה, שֶׁמִּי 
הַמִּטָּה.  נִמְצָא תַחַת  הַמִּצְוהָ כְּשֶׁהוּא  לְקַיֵּם אֶת  יכָוֹל  אֵינוֹ  סֻכָּה,  בְּמִצְותַ  שֶׁחַיָּב 
הַתלמוד  הַסְּכָךְ.  תַחַת  ולְֹא  הַמִּטָּה  תַחַת  נמְִצָא  שֶׁהוּא  נחְֶשָׁב  שֶׁזֶּה  מִפְּניֵ  מַדּוּעַ? 

מַסְבִּיר, שֶׁמְּדֻבָּר דַּוקְָא בְמִטָּה גְבוֹהָה עֲשָׂרָה טְפָחִים, שֶׁהִיא כְמוֹ גָג.
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